MOVEMENTS UP  TO   THE BATTLE OF EYLAU.     145

cover Thorn, until he was certain Lefebvre was there. Once
there, the latter would be able to hold it, if necessary, for a
"week, which was more than would be required of him.* The
place was of infinite importance, as the hinge on which the
whole Trench movement was to turn.t

Napoleon had left Warsaw on. the night of the 29th
January. On the evening of the 30th, he was at Prasznitz,
on the 31st, at Willemburg. The marshals had been warned
that the advance would commence on the 1st February.

From Willemburg a despatch was sent to Bernadotte by
Berthier. It ordered the 1st Corps to join the left of the
army under the immediate command of the Emperor. The
march was to be concealed from the enemy by being made
at night; a light cavalry regiment was to be left behind to
keep up the bivouac fixes all night, and then, in the morning,
to retire slowly on Thorn, turning back any French convoys
it might meet, and warning Lefebvre that he was now de-
pendant on his own resources. If possible, Bernadotte was
to reach Gilgenburg, though, if he found serious difficulty,
he might continue to cover Thorn. The despatch gave
details of the positions of the other corps, and contained
the significant words, " It is unnecessary for me to tell you
that the Emperor, desiring to cut off the enemy, would prefer
your joining his left; but he must trust,fin this, to your zeal
and your knowledge of the actual circumstances in which
you are."t

* Berthier to Bernadotte, dated Prasznitz, 30th January, Dumas, xviu, 374.
t In Corn 11,711, dated 28th January, Napoleon warns Lefebvre that the
enemy, finding himself turned by the French advance from the right, may
march on Thorn.

J Berthier to Bemadotto, dated Willemburg, Slsfc January, Dumas, xviri.

380.   A second despatch was sent off at 7 p.m., in which Berthier states that

the Emperor does not understand Bernadotte's meaning when he says that the

enemy is manoeuvring against the loft by Mlawa. He only knows of one Mlawa,

but that is not on Benxadotte's left.   The despatch continues: " I have sent

you orders an hour ago; you will be guided by what has passed on the 81st; if

the enemy is, as you suppose, in retreat on Osterode, you will pursue him

'   prudently; nevertheless, His Majesty hopes he will not have been In time to-

,   escape altogether/*   Then follows a long complaint of the delay in carrying
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